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Albia, Embracing the Future  
– Cherishing the Past�
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Annual Dinner Meeting 

January 17, 2005 
Skean Block Restaurant 

 
Social Time at 5:00 p.m. 

Guest Speaker at 6:00 p.m. 
Dinner at 7:00 p.m. with 

Awards and Board Meeting following 
 

� ��� -� �
 

1. Welcome by Chamber Executive Director, Denice A. Gradeless 
2. Introduction of Guest Speaker, Steve Adams 
3. Introduction of 2004 Board of Directors 
4. Introduction of the slate of nominations for Board of Directors 2005-2007 
5. Collection of Ballots/Counting of Ballots by Judges 
6. Goals for 2005 by Denice A. Gradeless, Executive Director 
7. Invocation – Theo Boman 
8. Dinner 
9. Announcement of 4 Elected Board Members for 2005-2007 
10. Presentation of Awards: 

Chamber Merit Service Award   Announcement by Denice  
Citizen of the Year Award   Presented by Josephine Lindberg 
Community Service Award   Presented by Colleen Putnam 
Business of the Year Award   Presented by Monroe Co Hospital 
       Heather Cain, CFO 

11.  Closing Comments 
12.  Board Meeting – Election of Officers, Filling of 2 Vacancies on Board 



Albia Area Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors 
 
Retir ing in 2004  Retir ing in 2005  Retir ing in 2006 
Richard Coltrain  Joanna Albers (Resigned) John Dvorak 
Mike Duea   Alan Ammons  BJ Duroe 
Kelly Freeman  Theo Boman  Kim Howie (Resigned) 
Greg Morehead  Heather Elliott (Resigned) Mike Judge (Resigned) 
Ann Stocker   Pat Koffman  (Resigned) Mindy Stafford 
Shelley Bear   Dave Sextro  (Resigned) Todd Culley 
 
2004 Committee Members of the Sub Committees of the  
Albia Area Chamber of Commerce 
 
Membership/Mission &  Vision Committees combined in 2003 
Shelley Bear, Chair  Rudy Riley   Heather Cain 
Kim Howie   John Dvorak   Josh Buckingham 
John Scieszinski  Denice Gradeless  Ann Stocker 
 
Budget and Tax Committee 
Heather Cain   Dan Stocker   Theo Boman       Kevin Kness 
Kevin Kness   Denice Gradeless  Shelley Bear 
John & Sue Palmer  John Dvorak   Ann Stocker. Chair 
 
Fundraising/Promotion and Events Committee 
Dan Tometich   Kevin Crall   Shelley Bear  Todd Culley  
Rudy Riley   Pat Koffman   Judy Skinner  BJ Duroe 
Debbie Judge   Mike Lawrence Jr  Josh Buckingham 
 
Retail Promotion Group 
Dawn Maughn   932-3545 White Oak Gallery 
Brenda Sharpe   932-2733 The Office 
Beth Hunter   932-5412 Hunter Technologies 
Kay Stewart   932-2434 Family Shoe & Sporting Goods 
Lila Turnball   932-5378 Benton Avenue Antiques & Gifts 
Pat Koffman   932-2159 Skean Block 
Dave Mick   932-7115 Mick Furniture & Appliance 
Debbie Judge   932-5522 Flower Depot 
Sylvia Rosenthal  932-2048 Loeb's Of Course 
 
Ag Committee 
Bob Reed   932-5174 Reed Construction 
Richard Coltrain  932-2745 Coltrain Implement 
Steve Goodlow  932-3333 Sinclair & Associates 
Dan Stocker   932-2144 First Iowa State Bank 
Ed Ball   932-7887 People’s State Bank 
 
 



Ambassadors/Welcoming Committees Combined in 2003 
Tim Shehan   932-7887 Peoples State Bank 
Nellie Coltrain   932-2144 First Iowa State Bank 
Rudy Riley   932-2144 First Iowa State Bank 
Dayton Kendall  
Diana Shehan   932-7813 Ragtime Industries 
Dave Sextro   932-5165 Superintendent of Schools 
Dan Stocker   932-2144 Albia Community Betterment 
Beth Hunter   932-5412 Hunter Technologies 
Colleen Putnam  932-2423 
Josh Buckingham  672-2523 Theobold Donohue & Thompson 
Shelley Bear   932-2125 Monroe Care Center 
Denice Gradeless  932-5108 Albia Area Chamber of Commerce 
Josephine Lindberg  932-2805 
Dien Judge   932-7121 Albia Newspapers 
Greg Morehead  932-7129 Morehead Auction 
Kate Brock   932-7335 Albia Realty 
Richard Clark   932-2129 Mayor, City of Albia 
Debbie Judge   932-5522 Flower Depot 
Alan Ammons   932-7796 Hawkeye Farm Management 
Mike Sulentic   932-5172 Duea Motor Company 
 
Cruizin’  Albia 
Larry & Sue Mikesell  932-2112 KLBA Radio 
Theresa Christofferson 932-7121 Albia Newspapers 
Tom & Camilla Williamson 932-2674 
Leroy Winfield  932-3129 Winfield Funeral Home 
Denice Gradeless  932-5108 Albia Area Chamber of Commerce 
Brenda Sharpe   932-2733 The Office 
Steve Goodlow  932-2948 Goodlow Law Firm 
Beth Hunter   932-5272 Hunter Technologies 
Rick McSparen  932-7273 
Dan Tometich   932-7233 Albia Industrial Development 
Greg Dorpinghaus  932-5172 Duea Motor Company 
Kim Howie   932-7557 Insurance World Agency 
Ray Vitko   932-3257 
Mike Gray   932-3202 
Mike Scieszinski  932-7314 



Victor ian Stroll 
Jeanne Howie   932-7557 Insurance World 
John & Judy Johnson  932-7163 Johnson Insurance Services 
Camilla Williamson  932-2674 
Catherine Burkman  932-2144 First Iowa State Bank 
Mindy Stafford  932-5058 Pizza Hut 
Susanne Roberts  932-7364   
Denice Gradeless  932-5108 Albia Area Chamber of Commerce 
Deb Zapitul   932-2422  
Jan Stalzer   932-3025 
Debi Reed   932-7065  
Kim Miller   932-5667 Eta Rho Sorority 
Mike Judge   932-5157 Judge Chiropractic 
MK Lawless & Kathy Welsh 932-7191 Monroe County Public Health 
Jean Eckert   932-7105 Oakwood Nursing & Rehab 
Mary Pat Frye   932-7887 Peoples State Bank 
Angela Thompson  932-7053 
Jim & Connie Keller  932-3265 
Michelle Baker  932-2638 
Angela Tratchel  932-5389 
Lora Bakalar   932-5340 
Pat Koffman   932-7343 
Janice Crall   932-3492 
Tabatha Lennie  932-9938 
 
Restoration Days Committee 
Matt Foster     Dawn Maughan 
Camilla Williamson    Tom Williamson 
Dave Paxton     Dan Stocker     
Oat & Andy Winborn    Richard Clark  
Charles VanDePol    Suszanne Hollinrake 
Dave Sextro     Tracy Mott 
Doris O'Brien     Marilyn Woods 
Kim Sawatzky     John & Judy Johnson 
Denice Gradeless    Jason Summers 
Carol Sovern     Paul Ansley 
Colleen Putnam    Barb Zelhart 
           
Albia Community Betterment Corporation 
Norm Braun    
Kevin Kness   932-7887 Peoples State Bank 
Dan Stocker   932-2144 First Iowa State Bank 
Mike Lawrence  932-7118 L & S Tools 
Kenneth Geyer  932-2168  
Richard Clark   932-2129 Mayor of Albia 
Todd Culley   932-7126 Chariton Valley REC 
Josh Buckingham  672-2523 TDT Financial Group 
 
Histor ic Preservation Board 
Dr. Michael Judge  932-5157 Chairperson 
Bob Reed   932-5174 Vice Chairperson 
Camilla Williamson  932-2674 



Dr. John Scieszinski  932-2729 
 
Albia Industr ial Development Corporation 
Dave Johnson     Steve Griffin 
Richard Coltrain    John Scieszinski 
Ray Davis     Dayton Kendall 
Kevin Kness     Greg Morehead 
 
Albia Area Improvement 
Dan Tometich  932-7233  Albia Industrial Development  
Dave Johnson  932-7233  Albia Industrial Development 
Carroll Rhine  932-7659  First Iowa State Bank 
 
Monroe County Tour ism Council 
Vivian Shelquist     Edna Robinson 
June Smith      Paul Kausalik 
Mildred Wynes     Kay Conway 
Doris Mellick      Sharon Crall 
Dan Tometich      Carol Kausalik 
John Johnson      Denny Ryan 
Dawn Maughan      
Twila Chidester, President, Monroe County Tourism 
Denice Gradeless, Executive Director, Albia Area Chamber of Commerce 
 
Remodeling Committee 
Shelley Bear      Josh Buckingham 
Peter Greiner      Kim Howie 
John Dvorak      Dan Tometich 
Richard Coltrain     Theo Boman 
Alan Ammons      
Dave Johnson      



2004 Annual Committee Repor ts 
 
Albia Community Betterment Corp. (ACBC)  
 
 Albia Community Betterment Corporation has been in operation since 1978.  During this time, ACBC 
has applied for and obtained four government grants for the community.  The first was to build Ragtime 
Industries; the second to develop housing lots in Parkview; the third and fourth grants built housing for the 
physically and mentally handicapped. 
 
 At present, Ragtime Industries and the two group homes have been sold to their respective operating 
boards.  ACBC still owns two residential homes that are rented to handicapped individuals.  The original 
subdivision in Parkview is down to eight residential building sites.  In 2000, ACBC subdivided the remaining 
land in Parkview to create an additional sixteen lots on what is now known as Hickory Circle.  Since then, 
there have been three houses built on Hickory Circle. 
 
 This past year, ACBC donated $12,000 to two community projects and has committed to loan an 
additional $55,000.  Projects include: 
 

·  Donations 
o $5,000 to the Albia Area Chamber of Commerce 
o $7,000 to the Monroe County Sports and Rec Complex 

·  Low Interest Loans 
o $45,000 loan at 2% for new lights on the Baseball field 
o $3,700 loan at 2% for Community Entrance Billboards  
o $6,300 loan at 2% for Chamber Apartment Remodeling 

 
ACBC has also pledged a $20,000 donation to the Albia Area Chamber of Commerce to 

support its remodeling project. 
 

 Since its inception, ACBC has donated over $147,000 and has offered low interest loans totaling more 
than $210,000 in supporting various community projects. 
 

 The Board of Directors are:  Norm Braun - President, Jim King - Vice President, Mike Lawrence - 
Treasurer, Dan Stocker - Secretary, Red Frye, Kenneth Geyer, Kevin Kness, the Mayor of Albia – Richard 
Clark and the President of the Albia Area Chamber of Commerce – John Dvorak. 
 

Submitted by Daniel D. Stocker, Secretary 
 
Ambassadors  
 
The Ambassadors called upon the following businesses this year: 
 
JANUARY 
 Advantage Real Estate – Nancy Cassidy 
 Patti Simpson Accounting – New Business 
 Boyle & Henderson Accounting – New Business  
 
FEBRUARY 
 Farm Bureau – Ed Yarkosky, New Agent 
 Memory Lane, New Business 
 Fashion Boutique – New Business 
 Albia Café – New Location  



MARCH 
 Brees Rest Home – New Owners, Heather & Mike Hindman 
 Albia Café – New Location 
APRIL 
 Brian Fitzpatric, Edward Jones Investments – New Business 
 Dick’s Barber Shop – New Location 
 Woman’s World of Fitness – New Business 
 Gilbert-Boman Funeral Home – New Secretary 
MAY 
 Albia Golf & Country Club – New Owners/Remodeling/ Restaurant 
JUNE 
 H & R Block – New Manager 
 Snack Shack – New Owners 
 Woodard Jewelry Repair – New Business 
 Clark-VanGinkel Landscaping – New Services 
JULY 
 Aardvark Pest Control – new member & new location 
 McGee Sanitation – new owner 
 Hometown Insurance, Dean Thomlin, new manager 
 Misty’s Hairline, new stylist Tammie Maddy 
 Memory Lane, new tea room opening 
AUGUST 
 H Cleaning Service – new business 
 Main Street Café – new business, new member 
 Joe Starcevic, Attorney – new member  
SEPTEMBER 
 Albia’s Home Center – Joe Selvy, new owner 
 CR Welding & Fabrication – new business 
 Weir Computer Support Services – new business  
OCTOBER 
 KISS FM & KRKN Radio – new member 
 Hardinger & Associates – new member 
 Mortgage Choice – new business 
NOVEMBER 
 No visits made 
DECEMBER 
 American Republic Insurance – new representative 
 Rubel’s Roofing – new business 
 Southern Iowa Mechanical – new business 
 Wireless Works – new member 
 
If there are new businesses or owners that the Ambassadors need to call on, please contact the Chamber office.  
Submitted by Ambassadors 
 
Cruizin© Albia  
 

Again, we had a great weekend for Cruizin’  Albia.  The crowd was huge and we had more old cars 
than we have had for a long time.  Our music for the Country Cruiz was the best.  Cindy Rhodes did a great 
job putting together the acts.  All the musicians were excellent.  Our 50’s band on Saturday was S.O.S. from 
Bloomfield and they were a great hit.  They will return June 25, 2005 for a repeat performance.  Klint Sinclair 
did the Albia Idol and had a lot of people competing for the title.  The donations for that contest were greatly 



appreciated.  Our tractor pull was OK again this year, but looking to see if we can do it locally and get more 
children involved.  Cruizin’  Albia’s freewill donation supper on Friday night was a big success again.  We 
fixed enough food for 250 and we sold out.  The committee would like to thank everyone for their support of 
this event. 
 
Submitted by Theresa Christofferson, Cruizin' Albia Committee 
 
Monroe County Tour ism  2004 Accomplishments: 
 

¨  Scheduled and hosted 5 tour groups in Albia; these tours brought 178 people to the county to shop & 
dine. 

¨  Spoke at local organizations to promote our county tourism efforts as well as to recruit new volunteers 
to our tourism efforts. 

¨  Advertised at the new Welcome Center at Lamoni, Iowa by sending our Albia brochure and picture of 
historic Albia. 

¨  Updated brochures were sent to the Tanger Outlet Mall for tourists & travelers as well as the other 
Iowa Welcome Centers.    

¨  Exhibited for the sixth time at the CITR/IGTA Bank Club Marketplace Trade Show in Pella in 
September 2004. Beverly & Denice dressed in Victorian costume to entice tour group planners to come 
to Albia. We are beginning to book tours from the contacts made at this trade show. 

¨  Beverly attended the Iowa State Fair to promote tourism at the booth we have in conjunction with 
Rathbun Lake and Appanoose County.  Other local volunteers helped man the booth during the dates 
of the fair. 

¨  Attended the 2004 Tourism Conference in Cedar Rapids sponsored by the Iowa Division of Tourism & 
Travel Federation of Iowa.  Their seminars teach communities how to promote tourism. 

¨  Advertised in the Lake Rathbun Guide. 
¨  Promoted Albia at the Rathbun Sports shows with brochures and maps. 
¨  Served on the grant committee for Central Iowa Tourism Region.  This helped me learn how to write 

grants to get funding to promote Albia. 
¨  Worked with Rathbun Regional Water & Rathbun Lake Army Corps of Engineers to explain and 

promote the Honey Creek Resort Destination Park and Rathbun Lighthouse project. 
¨  Worked with Historic Hills to help promote Albia and the surrounding counties. 
¨  Created Website – Visit us at www.albiachamber.org 

 
I believe that by advertising Albia through Welcome Centers, Internet, pamphlets, magazines, newspapers, 
radio and TV, the Iowa Division of Tourism, Historic Hills, legislators and citizens of Albia, we can all help 
impact tourism.  We just have to want to make this happen. 
 
Submitted by Denice A. Gradeless, Executive Director  
 
Restoration Days Committee 
 
Highlights of the 2004 Albia Restoration Days are as follows: 
 
 Our theme was “Thanks for the Memories”  as it was our 20th year of celebration.  Our featured 
building was the Mick Building. 
 The Historical Museum had extended hours under Doris O’Brien as well as hosting the Train 
dedication on Saturday afternoon.  Many enjoyed the dedication and refreshments. 
 Marilyn Woods organized the two-day Library Book Sale. 



 Gloria Mick helped showcase many historical items in the business windows for visitors to enjoy.  
Also adorning windows and storefronts, as well as many residential homes are the patriotic swag banners, 
which we purchase to sell.  Contact Gloria if you have an interest. 
 The Follies were once again directed by Dave Paxton and Tom Williamson.  The Iowa Farmer was 
used as the theme with the backdrop scene of a country feed store.  Jan Paxton and Connie Clark were 
choreographers with Bev Graves as the “ featured performer” .  Tom and crew did another excellent job on 
props.   
 The quilt show was moved to the Methodist Family Life Center with a shuttle van transporting viewers 
to and from the square.  The Life Center provided a much larger area to display the beautiful quilts – a 
fantastic show under the direction of Kim Sawatzky. 
 The Chamber sponsored Lunch in the Courtyard on Friday and it was well attended.  Entertainment 
was lined up for all to enjoy. 
 Also, a presentation on “Preserving Historic Architecture”  was given on Saturday afternoon by 
architect Cami Williamson Manley.  The Albia Historic Preservation  Board organized this educational 
presentation in conjunction with Restoration Days. 
 The Art Show had to be moved to the school building due to the Saturday morning rain that put a 
damper on the days activities on the Square; plus sales were down for the artists.  Otherwise, everything went 
OK.  After the show, First Iowa State Bank hosted a reception for the artists at the Heritage Hall.  Our judge 
was David Richmond of Simpson College.  Winners were: 
1st Place – Gin Lambert, 2nd Place – Steve Settes, and 3rd Place – Joyce Wathen. 
 The parade was coordinated again by Dan Stocker.  Parade Marshall was Bill Huber, a National Rodeo 
representative from Albia. 
 Trolley rides and tours were very popular again.  Colleen Putnam provided the script for the narrators.  
Tourists enjoyed local historic buildings and gardens. 
 Bandstand entertainment chairman was Tom Williamson.  The Community Band, under the direction 
of Dave Perry, is always popular.  The rainy weather put a damper on the attendance, so we are thinking of 
inviting the same entertainment back for 2005 for a repeat performance. 
 The Run/Walk was once again directed by the Monroe County Sports Federation. 
 Kids “Art in the Park”  enjoyed many activities and kept the children busy all afternoon. 
 The Great Albia Tractor Ride had a good turnout of old tractors to travel out to Bob Reed’s for an old-
fashioned threshing demonstration. 
 A one-of-a-kind hand-painted lamp was our silent auction item.  We consigned Jeani Leyda to do the 
painting.  Our raffle item was a beautiful stained glass rendition of the Monroe County Courthouse.  The 
stained glass piece was made by Carrie Thomas and donated to the committee.  The lighted box was made by 
local woodworking craftsman, Paul Ansley, and also donated to the committee.  The wood for the box was cut 
in Monroe County by the late Bob Putnam, and donated by his wife, Colleen. 
 Pat and Andy Winborn had many food vendors with a good variety of items throughout Restoration 
Days.  The Sorority Ice Cream Social was enjoyed by many. 
 The old-fashioned Pie Contest was a huge success.  The “Guy Pie”  category sparked a lot  of interest.  
Helen Foster and Barb Zelhart, chairwomen, were pleasantly surprised with the large number of pies brought 
in. 
 The old-fashioned Marble Tournament on the courthouse lawn was a new feature this year and will be 
back in 2005.  Mark your calendars for August 25, 26, 27, 2005. 
   
Submitted by Camilla Williams, Restoration Days Committee Secretary. 
 
Victor ian Stroll  
 

The 2004 Victorian Stroll was held on December 4th.  The Holiday Tour of Homes was held from 
11:00 am to 4:00 pm.  This continues to be a popular addition to the Stroll.  It brings people to town early and 
they have a chance to visit our area businesses & restaurants.  From the response we have received from 



retailers, this has helped to bring more people into the stores.  Thanks to Marty & Joy Baker, Terry & Karen 
Tuttle & the Cornerstone Community Church for graciously inviting us to visit. 

This year the Festival of Trees was held in the Chamber office.  We had twelve beautiful trees 
decorated by local individuals & businesses.  We had a wide variety of themes and decorations and would like 
to thank everyone who helped make this a success. 

The Village & Garden Train display “Trainville U.S.A.” , was bigger and better than ever this year.  
We had several individuals who set up village scenes and trains.  The display took over the entire area of 
Heritage Hall at First Iowa State Bank and was a big attraction for young and old alike.  Thanks to all the 
collectors who took hours and hours of setting up this display.  It was a superb addition to this year’s Stroll. 

The Victorian Stroll Committee worked extra hard this year to make the window displays reflect the 
Victorian theme.  We sewed costumes that we made available to the retailers and backdrops to help the 
windows stand out.  We’d like to thank all businesses, organizations and individuals who participated in any 
way with the window displays.  The “windows” are the main attraction for the Victorian Stroll and we realize 
what a commitment of time and effort this entails each year.  It is truly appreciated. 

As an incentive for people to shop on the day of the Victorian Stroll, the committee sponsored 5 -$50 
prizes of Chamber Bucks.  A bag and entry slips were made available to each participating sponsor of the 
Victorian Stroll and entries were taken between 9:00 am & 6:00 pm.  We had hundreds of people who signed 
up, many of these from out-of-town.  A list was compiled of the individuals who entered, and is available to 
anyone who might be interested. 

This year the Albia Community Theater performed “A Happyville Homecoming” , a family musical, at 
the Albia Theater.  This was the sequel to last year’s production and was again well attended and enjoyed by 
everyone.  This added event helps round out a full day of activities.  

Thank you to the Crazy Quilters for making the Victorian Stroll a special quilt to raffle.  The money 
from this will go to help fund current and future lighting projects.  We hope that you all enjoyed the new 
lighting on the courthouse trees this year.  This was a huge project in terms of both effort and money and one 
that we received donations for from several generous businesses and individuals.  We still need funding to 
finish paying for the lighting and will be soliciting donations and having fundraisers to pay this off.  A big 
THANK YOU goes out to Chariton Valley Electric for hanging all the lights in the trees.  The weather was not 
always cooperative, but they got it done for us and we are truly grateful.  We feel that with the rooftop lighting 
on the buildings around the square, the courthouse lighting and now the courtyard trees, Albia is well lighted 
for the holiday season. 

One of the new features this year was a video made by Caskey Stuidos of the Victorian Stroll.  
Included in this is the Festival of Trees, highlights of the Community Theater performance, the Tour of 
Homes, and the evening’s Stroll.  This will be used as a fundraiser and is available in VHS & DVD format.  
Anyone interested in obtaining a copy can contact the Chamber office. 

Another fundraiser we had was a print raffle.  Artist Penny Christiansen from Neola, IA donated a 
framed print from an original painting that she had done of the Victorian Stroll.  This was a very generous gift 
on her part and one that the Victorian Stroll committee was grateful to receive. 

Once again the Eta Rho Sorority took charge of making sure the Remembrance Tree was decorated.  
They have been doing this service for the community for several years.  Thank You. 

We’d like to thank all the groups of carolers, street characters, carriage rides, and the trolley for adding 
that little touch of “Victorian”  atmosphere to the evening. The addition of these costumed strollers adds a 
touch of authenticity to the event. 

We’d like to thank the Albia Boy Scouts for putting out the luminaries and picking them up.  This is 
another one of the big jobs that volunteers do for the Stroll and one that is appreciated by the whole 
community. 

Hospitality Centers were held at First Iowa State Bank, Peoples State Bank, and the Monroe County 
Courthouse.  The Stroll would not be the same without the Hospitality Centers and the service they provide to 
the visitors to the Stroll.  We’d like to thank everyone involved for the time and effort they put forth.  And 
along with thanks to the Hospitality Centers, we need to include all the wonderful bakers in our community 
who baked over 300 dozen cookies and donated them to he Victorian Stroll. 



We’d also like to thank the Albia Newspapers for their news articles and special edition Victorian 
Stroll paper they put out each year. 

We’re always looking for new members and new ways to improve the Stroll.  We’d like to encourage 
anyone interested to contact the Chamber of Commerce or a committee member. 

One of the best things about the Victorian Stroll is the community effort involved.  It takes literally 
hundreds of people coming together for a common cause to make the Stroll successful.  The committee would 
like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who participated in any way. 
 
Submitted by Jeanne Howie, Victorian Stroll Committee 
 
Albia Area Chamber  of Commerce 
Director©s Repor t 
 

Although I haven’ t been with the chamber for all of 2004, I’ve seen progress at the Albia Chamber 
office.  I’ ve also seen great things happening in Albia. 
 Our chamber ambassadors helped to welcome many new businesses to this area.  In 2004 we 
welcomed 15 new members to our chamber.  We also welcomed 2 new members in the first two weeks of 
Dec. 2005. 
 There are many things that the Albia Chamber of Commerce accomplished in 2004.  Thanks to the 
executive board and the board of directors for following through and finishing several ongoing projects.  
Without the board’s vision for the future growth of this chamber, we would not be where we are today. 
 One of the first big accomplishments of 2004 was the chamber office reorganization and spruce up, 
starting with the fresh paint and beautiful paintings hanging on the walls of our lobby.  Thanks to Rowena 
Hardinger for those paintings.  Our Hall of Fame recipient’s display now hangs on the wall and is thanks to 
The White Oak Gallery.  They did a wonderful job of displaying those pictures.  Thanks also goes out Mike’s 
Blooms & Things for the potted plants and to the Bates Foundation for loaning us the lovely furniture in our 
office.  This really adds a special touch. 
 In 2004 the board took a good look at the chamber as an organization.  The board made some changes 
to the mission statement and to the bylaws, reducing the number of Board members from 18 to 12 to help 
strengthen the organization. They did this only after careful consideration and deliberation.  I consulted 
several towns of similar population size to find out what would work best for our town.  These changes have 
helped with the structure of the organization. 
 In 2004 my uncle Don Gradeless donated his time to get the Albia Area Chamber of Commerce web 
site up and running.  He currently maintains and helps keep all of our events and information current.  He 
made the site user friendly.  This web site helps promote Albia’s historic square and events, our chamber 
members, and has informative links to other area sites.   All that our town has to offer will be listed on this 
ever changing site.  This will help promote tourism in our progressively growing, but historic town.   
 The board also decided on a contractor to proceed with our billboard project.  The Graphics Wizard 
rebuilt the structural supports of the billboards and is in the process of putting up the south billboard on Feb 2, 
2005.  All of the advertising spaces on this board are already filled, and will help generate needed revenue for 
the chamber.  I am working on filling the rest of the spaces for the north board.  I only have 4 more left.  This 
billboard will be installed on March 1, 2005 
 The community sent in suggestions for the town slogan in 2004.  The board voted on the four best 
selections.  The Albia paper posted these slogans to vote on by the people of Albia.  Their favorite by 
unanimous vote was, “Embracing the Future, Cherishing the Past” .  This slogan will appear on both of our 
billboards and all of the Albia Chamber letterhead and pamphlets.   
 Our chamber remodeling project has received more pledge money in 2004 to help with the start of our 
phase 1 sometime in February or March of 2005 by Conley Construction.  The remodeling committee was 
able to cut some costs off of our new projected figures.  Due to the hurricanes and floods throughout the US, 
the building material costs have since inflated.  We are trying to work with the funds available, but as of 
currently, we will still fall short of our estimated project cost. 



 In 2004 there were many fundraising events that the chamber sponsored: community coffees, lunch in 
the court yard, business after five, golf tournament, and Hall of Fame reception. 
 The Albia Chamber continued to generate revenue with the pickup/drop off dry cleaning service 
provided by Stephen’s Iowa Dress Club of Oskaloosa.  The average usage is 40/people/month, generating 
$1,513.71 in revenue in 2004 for the chamber. 
 We are a resource for the Albia Community.  We receive numerous phone calls, e-mails, and visits 
everyday regarding referrals to local businesses and questions about the community.  We also accept 
information about community events to post on our weekly community calendar.  This gets e-mailed and 
faxed to all chamber members who wish to receive it.  We also display information free of charge to chamber 
members to help promote their businesses. 
 I believe 2005 is just the beginning for the Albia Area Chamber of Commerce.  I’m pleased to be on 
board with a community that has such historic pride, but also embraces the changes of the future.  With your 
help I’m here to make that happen. 
 I would like to thank everyone who has helped “ fill me in”  about the history of Albia.  I believe that 
the history of a town should be shared, but it should also be documented.  I will help make sure that Albia’s 
history is not lost. 
 Thanks to everyone that graciously donated to the chamber events and helped volunteer.  Thanks to all 
the news media source for helping advertise for chamber events, including the Albia Newspaper, KLBA, 
KISS, KRKN, KMGO and many others as well.  You are truly an asset to the chamber; you are what makes us 
strong.  We appreciate your continued support and suggestions throughout 2005.  Together lets make this a 
year to remember. 
 
Denice A. Gradeless, Executive Director 
Albia Area Chamber of Commerce 
 



 
Albia Area Chamber  of Commerce Annual Awards 
 
Following is the criteria, which helps in the selection of some of the awards given this evening. 
A special committee established the criteria for all these awards in 1995. 
 
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 
 This award was previously called the ‘Civic”  award.  It was changed to “Citizen of the Year”  because 
the committee felt that this more closely exemplified the meaning of the award. 

The Citizen of the Year Award honors a person from the community who has substantially contributed 
to community life, through a certain project, special service, or other out-of-the-ordinary contribution.  The 
award recognizes immediacy of the service (soon after the service was performed) and inspires people to excel 
in specific projects, programs, or activities in the community.  (This is not a longevity award).  Contributions 
should be outside the realm of Chamber activities and responsibilities, but could include Chamber-related 
functions.  Specific criteria include: 
 

--Remarkable service performed recently; and 
--Leadership undertaken and exercised well; and 
--Completion of a successful project or other good results obtained  

for the community and; 
 --May be a previous Civic/Citizen of the Year Award winner. 
 

PREVIOUS CITIZEN OF THE YEAR AWARD WINNERS: 
 

1994 Tom & Camilla Williamson & Norm Braun 
1995 Dave Johnson 
1996 Dean Lathrop 
1997 Brenda Wynn 
1998 Jason Summers 
1999 Guy & Pam Poe 
2000 Bob & Colleen Putnam 
2001 The Dancin' Grannies/Nancy Henderson 
2002 Doris Mellick 
2003 Josephine Lindberg 

 
COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD 
 The Community Service Award recognizes a member of the Chamber who has demonstrated over a 
substantial period of time, a commitment to betterment of the community through diverse community 
activities and leadership.  Service may include chamber activities but also should embrace non-chamber 
related service such as work in other civic organizations, the schools, etc.  Specific criteria include: 
 
 --Chamber member; and 
 --Several years of service in the community; and 
 --A variety of service performed; and 
 --Outstanding contributions made and/or results obtained from the service; and 
 --Leadership undertaken and exercised well; and 
 --Not a previous Community Service Award winner. 
 
 



PREVIOUS COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD WINNERS: 
 

1995 Dayton Kendall 
1996 John Johnson 
1997 Kevin Kness 
1998 Dan Stocker 
1999 Sharon Knapp 
1999 Monroe County Hospital 
2000 Rudy Riley 
2001 Deb Zaputil 
2002 John Dvorak 
2003 Colleen Putnam 

 
MERIT SERVICE AWARD 
 The Merit Service Award is presented to a Chamber member who has demonstrated long-term 
commitment to the purposes of the Chamber, through actions, which support the Chamber and its missions.  
This is an award to recognize service above-and-beyond the call of normal Chamber duty.  Specific criteria 
include: 
 
 --Chamber member; and 
 --Several years of service to the Chamber and to the community at large; and 
 --A variety of service performed; and 
 --Leadership undertaken and exercised well; and 
 --Not previously honored as a Merit Service Award winner. 
 

PREVIOUS MERIT SERVICE AWARD WINNERS: 
 

1964 Don Orelup, Henry Kolling 
1965 Robert Larson 

    1967 J. Logan Cain, Ralph Goode 
    1968 Lowell Williams 
    1969 Robert Bates, J.E. King, O.J. Duea 
    1970 W.K. Cash 
    1973 John Judge 
    1978 Robert Kaldenberg, Robert Larson 
    1979 Robert Bates 
    1980 Henry Kolling 
    1981 Sylvia Rosenthal 
    1982 Allen Wilkin 
    1983 Bernard Carr 
    1984 Mike Lawrence 
    1985 Norm Braun, Bob Reed 
    1987 Dave Johnson 
    1988 Raymond Vance, Estal Lathrop 
    1989 Jim Keller 
    1990 Richard Coltrain, Nellie Coltrain 

1991 Gloria Mick, Ray Davis 
1992 Joanna Albers 

    1993 Kathy Welsh 
    1994 Paula Nordstrom 
    1995 David Paxton 
    1996 Greg Morehead 
    1997 Dayton Kendall 
    1998 Kim Howie 

1999 Harold Mick 
2000 Jeanne Howie 
2001 Kevin Kness 
2002 Dan Tometich 
2003 John Scieszinski 



 
BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 
 The Business of the Year recognition is given to a new business that has shown an investment in the 
community's future.  Specific criteria include: 
 
 --The business is a member of the Albia Area Chamber of Commerce; 
 --The business demonstrates long-term vision for the community; 
 --The business is a good neighbor in the community; and 
 --The business engages in team work to achieve community goals; and 
 --The business is successful in identifying and meeting needs of the community 
 

PAST RECIPIENTS OF BUSINESS OF THE YEAR: 
 
    1978 Western Auto 
    1979 G.B. Equipment 
    1980 Johnson & Johnson 
    1981 Coast to Coast 
    1982 A&W Restaurant 
    1983 Gambles 
    1984 Ewers 
    1985 Barbary Coast Opera House 
    1986 Albia Newspapers 
    1987 Holiday Motel 
    1988 People’s State Bank 
    1989 Shelter Insurance 
    1990 Cindy’s Beauty Hut 
    1991 Duea Motor Company 
    1992 Mick Furniture & Appliance 
    1993 First Iowa State Bank 
    1994 Reed Construction Company 
    1995 Coltrain Implement 
    1996 White Oak Gallery 

1997 Skean Block Restaurant 
1998 Kness Manufacturing 
1999 Falvey Lumber Company 
2000 Chariton Valley REC 
2001 Jim & Charlie's Affiliated Foods 
2002 Winfield Funeral Home 
2003 Monroe County Hospital 



ALBIA AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2004 

 
    

Chamber General Checking    $-3,450.98 
 
   Ag Committee Checking    $ 1,199.86*  
 
   Ag Committee Savings    $ 3,811.45*  
 
   Restoration Days     $ 3,395.16*  
 
   Victorian Stroll     $ 5,048.09*  
 
   Gift Account (Chamber Bucks)   $ 2,157.69*  
 
   Glass Negative Light Fund    $   240.85*  
    
   Fireworks Savings Account    $ 2,076.39*  
 
   Remodeling Savings Account             $43,767.37*  
 
                   $58,245.88 
 
In 2004, the Albia Area Chamber of Commerce received $34,130.25 in membership dues, $1,450.00 in 
tourism dues and contributions and raised $6,518.38 in fundraising efforts.  This income helped support the 
facilities, personnel, and programs of the Chamber. 
 
*THESE ACCOUNTS ARE NOT PART OF THE CHAMBER’S OPERATING FUNDS 


